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We have an expert fruit grower, and sometimes two, at each" Insti-
tute" to do the talking. Some of these men are practical horticul-
turists, while others have taken courses in horticulture and entomol-
ogy at the Agricultural College.

NOTES ON THE STATE NURSERY LAWS OF OKLA-
HOMA AND THEIR EFFECT
By C. E. SANllORN, StiHwate;l", Olc~ahoma

The nursery inspection laws of Oklahoma as outlined at present are
brief, but far reaching in effect. The nurseries of the state are the
primary objects of this legislation, though injurious insects or diseases
outside the confines of a nursery likewise come within the provisions
of the act. Large discretionary powers are given the State Board of
Agriculture, and the nurseryman is held responsible by law for .
selling inferior grades of stock and stock untrue to name.

Many nurserymen and especially agents from nurseries of other
states have h~retofore found it convenient and profitable to line out
all stock held for sale but not disposed of in season, for the purpose of
disposing of it the following or even the second following sellson.
This sale of such trees as first grade stock is now declared illegal,
since such lined out stock is of inferior grade. The benefit to the
public accrues not solely by protection through elimination of "debili-
tated" stock, but also from the consequent elimination of an unde-
sirable class of irresponsible nurserymen.

The protection of the law does not leave the nursery stock when
the latter is shipped from the nursery, as many nursery laws do, but
persists for a period of seven years, so that stock may have ample
time to establish its identity. If true to name, it is exempt from
legal penalty provided it is free from any injurious diseases or insect
pests. This is true of all agricultural products, such as seeds, fruits,
grains and vegetables.

The law protects horticultural and agricultural industries as
above outlined. Furthermore, it empowers the State Board of Agri-
culture to promulgate, as the occasion demands, rules and regulations
governing any evil or apparent evil relating to seeds, plants, insects
or diseases.

The effects are now quite obvious. The wild-eyed speculator who
a few years ago posed as a fruit tree dispenser of unbounded integ-
rity, has lately either changed his vocation or his methods of specula-
tion. The result is that the honest nurseryman now has the advan-
tage in his favor, and the people are beginning to recognize not only
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this but also the fact that the advantage lies in their favor. As a con·
sequence, the rules governing the sale of nursery stock by agents of
nursery companies have done much to strengthen the integrity of
the nursery business.

The law and the rules promulgated by the State Board of Agricul-
ture give ample power to the State Inspector of Nurseries. 'l'he ento-
mologist of the State Experiment Station at Stillwater is by virtue
of his officeState Inspector of Nurseries. All nursery stock must be
illSpected by him or his deputy during the growing season. All nurser-
ies desiring inspection are expected to report to the Secretary of
.the State Board of Agriculture at Guthrie. As a general rule, all the
first class nurserymen write early in the season and state whether or
not inspection is desired. This enables the inspector to arrange such
an itinerary as will enable him to visit all the nurseries with the least
possible expenditure of time and money. One bad feature resulting
from dependence on reports is that nurserymen beginning or retiring
from business almost invariably fail to communicate in time to save
trouble and expense. The nurseries of this state are not the only
places embraced in the inspector's sphere of action. Every farm,
town or city, public park and cemetery is subject to inspection. In
addition, carriers of the products under discussion and freight and
express officesmay be mentioned.

The expense of investigations and inspections is defrayed by the
owner or owners. Until now the nurserymen have met all obligations.
Under a proposed law a fund is to be appropriated by the state for
carrying on all of the work coming under the nursery inspection laws.
The idea is to provide an appropriation which shall remain as a per-
manent resource, and as it is expended be replenished each year by the
person or persons benefited. For instance, if John Jones has an
orchard in Oklahoma which needs the inspector's attention, necessary
funds are withdrawn and the inspector proceeds with the work. If
Johri Jones does not follow instructions the necessary labor may be
performed under the authority of the inspector and the expense, if not
met voluntarily, may be legally collected in the same way as a tax.

The interim may be short or long as far as the inspector is con-
cerned because the money expended in conducting the work is not
personal. In some instances trips of investigation must necessarily be
made, the expense of which cannot be collected. For instance, a well
substantiated report may come to the inspector, to the effect that John
Jones is selling stock which has not been inspected according to law.
If, after investigation, the inspector finds that such statement is false,
John Jones should not be compelled to defray said expenses of inves-
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tigation, and, as a consequence, the state would have to foot the bill.
Expenses which might be incurred under such or similar conditions
would be comparatively small and would be the only drain on the
state appropriation. As a result the appropriation would practically
constitute a permanent fund to be used over and over agai.n..

The general effect of these laws for state protection is quite appar-
ent. There is practically no weak place existing in them, since the
State Board of Agriculture has the power of adjusting all require-
ments.

It has heretofore occurred that this office has received orders from
nurserymen, after the regular inspection season, to -proceed at once
to their nurseries to make inspection since they desired a certificate.
In many such instances they were asked to guarantee traveling ex-
penses and payment of a per diem fee ($5).

Such examples show that the law is economical and effective. Some
nurserymen who have very small nurseries (and also, too often, small
knowledge (')f the business) look upon the law as unjust, since their
expenses of inspection are comparatively greater than for larger nur-
series. The law, of course, is not meant to curtail business, but to
promote it. The so-called "nurserymen" who have no knowledge of
the business should be eliminated for the benefit of the public. Their
elimination has but little effect and does not particularly bellefit the
responsible nurserymen as is sometimes supposed.

The weight of the law does not fall entirely upon the nursery busi-
ness. It is equally effective for the agriculturist. The nurseryman.
is wont to believe that he bears the burden alone. This is untrue. The
farmer bears his proportionate share. If an injurious weed is allowed
to become established, the farmer is held responsible for it, and the
treatment for the same is charged to him. The SaIne may be said of
the owner of a shade tree in the city. The tree must be kept free
from injurious pests and diseases as defined by our nursery laws or
regulations.

The conclusion is clear and plain that the expense of freedom from
obnoxious pests must be borne by the parties concerned. The law pro·
mulgating this freedom is new and its machinery is not yet in thor.
ough working condition, but its parts are all present and perfect and
the driving power is unlimited.

[The Proceedings will be continued in the next issue.-Ed.]
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